PRESS RELEASE
THE PIONEER PROJECT RHU APPOINTS WORLD-RENOWNED
EXPERTS TO ITS SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD
Marseille, France, May 27, 2019
The Pioneer Project, a major international Hospital-University Research (RHU) project that
aims to better understand, predict and overcome resistances to anti-PD-1(L1)
immunotherapy in lung cancer, today announced the formation of its Scientific Advisory
Board (SAB). Composed of 5 independent leading experts in oncology and immunology, The
Pioneer Project’s SAB will provide advice to the consortium and will evaluate the pertinence
of its scientific decisions throughout the progression of this 5-year project.
"We feel honored to have such a talented and experienced SAB providing input and critical
expertise to our project," said Fabrice BARLESI, Coordinator of The Pioneer Project, Professor
of Medicine at Aix-Marseille University, Head of the multidisciplinary oncology and
therapeutic innovations department at AP-HM, Coordinator of the Marseille center for early
clinical assays in cancer (CLIP2) and co-founder of the French immunology cluster Marseille
Immunopole. “Gathering world leaders in the fields of immuno-oncology and lung cancer, our
SAB will meet annually to evaluate the progression of the project and advise on the decisions to
be taken along the way. Together, their complementary expertise will provide invaluable insight
for the successful progression and accomplishment of this very ambitious but also highly
complex research project”.
“Resistance to anti-PD-1(L1) treatment is a major hurdle that we face today in immuno-oncology
and is particularly difficult to overcome in patients suffering from lung cancer, the deadliest of
all cancers worldwide”, explained Bernard A Fox, Harder Family Chair for Cancer Research
and Head of the Molecular and Tumor Immunology Laboratory at the Chiles Research
Institute and Chairman of the Pioneer Project’s SAB. “Approaching the problem through
various complementary angles, The Pioneer Project should have all the winning cards to
decipher and tackle this resistance in lung cancer and beyond; a very exciting scientific, medical
and human adventure to which I am committed”.
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The Pioneer Project’s SAB
Dr. Bernard A. FOX, Chairman, is Harder Family Chair for
Cancer Research and Head of the Molecular and Tumor
Immunology Laboratory at the Chiles Research Institute,
Providence Portland Medical Center, Oregon, USA. Dr. Fox
is interested in developing new tumor vaccine strategies
that elicit an antitumor response strong enough to mediate
tumor regression. He was part of the team that performed
the first-in-human studies of genetically modified cells
(National Cancer Institute) and was an investigator on the
first clinical trial to genetically modify tumors in patients
(University of Michigan) and the first trial of gene-modified
tumor vaccines in Oregon. He is the CEO and co-founder of
UbiVac, a clinical stage immuno-oncology company engaged in the development of cancer
vaccine and other immunotherapies to combat cancer. Dr. Fox is past president of the
Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer (SITC) and chair of the World Immunotherapy Council.
In 2015 Dr. Fox received the Visionary/Legacy award from the SITC.
Pr. Solange PETERS is President-elect of the European
Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO) and Head of the
Medical Oncology Service at the Vaud University Hospital
Center in Lausanne, Switzerland. Her research activity is
dedicated to the discovery of new biomarkers and their
validation in preclinical and clinical settings. She is also
committed to the development of multimodal trials for
locally advanced non-small cell lung cancer and
immunotherapy and acts as scientific coordinator of the
European Thoracic Oncology Platform (ETOP). Pr. Peters
was a board member of the IASLC (International Association
for the Study of Lung Cancer) and is a member of AACR (American Association for Cancer
Research), EORTC (European Organization for Research & Treatment of Cancer) and ASCO
(American Society of Clinical Oncology).
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Pr. Ming TSAO is Head of the Translational Lung Cancer
Translational Research Program and Pathologist Scientist at
the Princess Margaret Cancer Centre and University of
Toronto, Canada. He focuses on understanding the genomic
and molecular abnormalities in lung to improve the accuracy
of diagnosis and treatment. Pr. Tsao has made significant
contributions to the molecular characterization of lung
cancer. His laboratory was one of the first to define molecular
markers for patient selection towards treatment with targeted
anti-cancer drugs and defined gene signatures for outcome
prediction of non-small-cell lung cancer patients. Pr. Tsao is
Chair of the Correlative Science and Tumor Biology Committee of the Canadian Cancer Clinical
Trials Group (CCTG), member and past Chair of the International Association for the Study of
Lung Cancer (IASLC) Pathology Committee and member of the IASLC Staging & Prognostic
Factor Committee.
Pr. Martin RECK is Head of the Department of Thoracic
Oncology and Head of the Clinical Trial Department in
Thoracic Oncology at the Lung Clinic Grosshansdorf in
Germany. His main interests include targeted therapies in
non-small-cell lung cancer, new approaches in small-cell
lung cancer as modern approaches to the treatment of
pleural mesothelioma. He is also interested in translational
research related to predictive markers. Pr. Reck is member
of the German Working Group for Lung Cancer, the German
Cancer Society, the German Society of Pulmonology, the
International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer
(IASLC), the European Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO) and the American Society of
Clinical Oncology (ASCO).
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Dr. Daniel TAN is a Senior Consultant Medical Oncologist at
the Division of Medical Oncology, National Cancer Centre
Singapore and a Senior Clinician-Scientist at the Genome
Institute of Singapore. Dr. Tan specializes in the treatment
of thoracic, head and neck cancers, and drug
development. He is currently Director of the Experimental
Cancer Therapeutics Unit, which runs over 40 early phase
trials, and is Principal Investigator of the Cancer
Therapeutics Research Laboratory, which focuses on
understanding the mechanisms of response and resistance
to targeted and immunotherapies through disease
modeling and functional screens. Dr. Tan is the Chair of the Education Committee at
the International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer (IASLC) and has received multiple
awards including an American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Merit Award and an
ASCO Young Investigator Award.

THE PIONEER PROJECT RHU
The Pioneer Project is a 5-year research project that takes up the main current challenge of
Immuno-Oncology (IO): resistances to PD1(L1) Immune Checkpoint Inhibitors.
On the initiative of Marseille Immunopôle (MI), Aix-Marseille University (AMU), Inserm,
CNRS, 4 research & technology centers (CIML, CRCM, CIPHE, MImAbs), Assistance PubliqueHôpitaux de Marseille (AP-HM), the Paoli-Calmettes Institute, the Léon-Bérard Center,
Toulouse Oncopole, ImCheck Therapeutics, the two French leaders in IO, Innate
Pharma (therapeutics) and HalioDx (diagnostics) and one of the worldwide leaders in the
field, the biopharmaceutical group AstraZeneca, have joined forces to better understand,
predict and overcome these resistances in non-small-cell lung cancer, the deadliest of all
cancers worldwide.
Winner of the 3rd University-Hospital Research in Health call for projects in the “Investments
for the Future program”, the Pioneer Project is coordinated by Fabrice BARLESI, Professor of
Medicine at AMU, Head of multidisciplinary oncology and therapeutic innovations
department at AP-HM, Coordinator of the Marseille center for early clinical assays in cancer
CLIP2 and co-founder of MI. It gathers over 100 scientists across 3 different countries, 8
research labs, and 11 hospitals, all committed to the scientific, medical and human
adventure that it represents.
More information: https://marseille-immunopole.org/en/the-pioneer-project/
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THE PIONEER COLLECTIVE
Aix-Marseille University (RHU coordinator)
With 78,000 students, including 10,000 from abroad, nearly 1,000 national and university
degrees, a guidance and professional integration service for its students, a lifelong training
service, 119 research structures linked to the largest research organizations (Inserm, CNRS,
IRD, INRA, CEA, etc.) and 12 doctoral schools, Aix-Marseille University is a considerable asset
in the service of the economic development of its territory, and beyond. Collaborating with
socio-economic actors is one of its major challenges. The A*Midex University Foundation, in
charge of the long-term Idex project, contributes to the development of a multidisciplinary
and interdisciplinary center for world-class higher education and research.
Since its creation, Aix-Marseille University has been open to the international community
and is now building a European university "CIVIS, a European Civic University" with 7
European partners. Based on the shared civic identities of its members, CIVIS brings together
nearly 400,000 students and 55,000 staff around subjects focusing on societal challenges,
such as sustainable development objectives, and on the Mediterranean and Africa.
www.univ-amu.fr
Press contact: Delphine BUCQUET 33 (0)4 91 39 65 66; delphine.bucquet@univ-amu.fr

Assistance Publique-Hôpitaux de Marseille (clinical trial sponsor)
With 4 hospitals and 3,400 beds, Assistance Publique-Hôpitaux de Marseille (AP-HM) is the
third University Hospital Center in France. It is also the first employer in the region, with over
12,000 employees and almost 2,000 physicians. Its missions are treatment, teaching,
research as well as prevention and health education. Its establishments offer a full range of
medical specialties, from local health care to advanced treatments for rare and complex
pathologies, for adults and children. Its medical and health care teams are committed to
providing care that combines excellence with proximity, easily accessible to all.
www.ap-hm.fr
Press contact: Caroline PERAGUT 04 91 38 20 22; communication@ap-hm.fr
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Inserm
Founded in 1964, Inserm is a public scientific and technological institute which operates
under the joint authority of the French Ministries of Health and Research. The institute is
dedicated to biomedical research and human health, and is involved in the entire range of
activities from the laboratory to the patient’s bedside. It also partners with the most
prestigious research institutions in the world that are committed to scientific challenges and
progress in these fields.
www.inserm.fr
Press contact: presse@inserm.fr

CNRS
Founded in 1939, the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (National Center for
Scientific Research) is a public organization under the responsibility of the French Ministry of
Education and Research. It produces knowledge and makes it available to serve society. With
nearly 33,000 employees, distribution throughout France, CNRS produces science in all fields
of knowledge, relying on more than 1,100 research and service units. With 22 Nobel
laureates and 13 Fields prize winners, CNRS has a long tradition of excellence.
www.cnrs.fr
Press contact: 33 (0)1 44 96 51 51; presse@cnrs.fr
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Marseille Immunopole (project initiator)
The French immunology cluster is exclusively dedicated to the research and development of
the two weapons poised to revolutionize the treatment of cancer and inflammatory
diseases: immunotherapy antibodies and cell therapies. At the crossroads of talents,
technologies and application fields, more than 2,000 researchers, clinicians, engineers and
industrials are working together to accelerate the development and facilitate patients’
access to these innovations and position the metropolis at the heart of global competition.
MI brings together a unique continuum of excellence ranging from targets discovery to the
clinical development of drug candidates: Aix-Marseille University (AMU), CNRS, Inserm, 10
research & technology centers, 3 hospitals of Assistance Publique-Hôpitaux de Marseille (APHM), the Paoli-Calmettes Institute, Eurobiomed, biotechs and industrials, first and
foremost, the French leaders of immuno-oncology Innate Pharma and HalioDx.
Supported by the public authorities and innovation actors of the territory, the Departmental
Committee of the French League against Cancer, the Public Investment Bank and the
Commissariat General for Investment, MI is part of the 34 projects of the industry for the
future program of the French Government. The collaborative R&D projects of the cluster are
led by MI-FHU, a University-Hospital Federation labelled by the French National Alliance for
Life and Health Sciences (AVIESAN). The headquarters of MI are located at the Timone
Hospital (AP-HM).
www.marseille-immunopole.org
Press contact: Marie PUVIEUX / Solène MOULIN 33 (0)9 81 87 46 72; presse@atcgpartners.com
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Paoli-Calmettes Institute
Certified by the French National Authority for Health (HAS) and member of the French
Federation of Comprehensive Cancer Centers UNICANCER, the Paoli-Calmettes Institute
(IPC) brings together 1,800 researchers, medical and non-medical staff, committed to an
integrated approach to the understanding and treatment of cancers, which includes
research, medical care and support, teaching and training.
In 2018 alone, the IPC carried out over 101,200 medical consultations and received over
11,080 new patients. Healthcare at the IPC is provided at the rates established by the French
Social Security with no overrun fees. Governed by articles L6162-1 through -13 of the Public
Health Code, the IPC is entitled to receiving donations and legacies.
www.institutpaolicalmettes.fr
Press contact: Elisabeth BELARBI 33 (0)6 46 14 30 75; communication@ipc.unicancer.fr

Léon Bérard Center
The CLB is one of the 20 French centers dedicated to cancer patients. It proposes on a single
location all the necessary diagnostic tests, treatments and patient follow-up during and
after the disease. The center is recognized as a regional, national and international center of
reference for cancerology. It ensures a triple mission of treatment, research and teaching,
with the permanent desire to improve the quality of and accessibility to treatment for cancer
patients.
The continuum of research-treatment is a strength of the CLB. It welcomes over 37,000
patients every year in hospitalization, consultation or for an examination and 11,000 new
cancer cases are diagnosed. The CLB has technical facilities for examinations and treatment
(operating room, radiotherapy center, medical imaging departments, anatomy and
pathological cytology and nuclear medicine…).
1,800 people (including 200 physicians, 500 researchers, 600 careers) work at the CLB in the
sectors of treatment, research, teaching and “support” functions.
www.centreleonberard.fr
Press contact: Nathalie BLANC; nathalie.blanc@lyon.unicancer.fr
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University Institute of Cancer Toulouse Oncopole
The IUCT Oncopole comprises the Claudius Regaud Institute (cancer research center,
Toulouse) and several oncology teams of the CHU Toulouse. 1500 employees mobilize their
know-how to provide the best possible treatment. By grouping together, the two structures
propose a complete and innovative range of public health care spread across three sites
(Oncopole, Purpan and Rangueil-Larrey).
The Institute is located at the heart of the campus grouping together private and public
stakeholders involved in the fight against cancer. It has three missions: treatment, research,
teaching. The IUCT Oncopole welcomes 10,000 new patients per year for the following
specialties: hematology, cancers found in women, ENT cancers, skin cancers, certain
sarcomas, urology (medical and innovative surgery).
The critical state-of-the-art technology necessary for the diagnosis, treatment and research
in cancerology are provided on the site. The establishment is equipped with the platforms
required for the development of personalized treatments: molecular biology, oncogenetics,
phases I, II & III clinical research. To promote the continuum of research, the CRCT building
adjoins the Institute.
www.iuct-oncopole.fr
Press contact: Valerie FLIPO 33 (0)6 79 83 26 92; Alexandre ABGRALL 33 (0)5 31 15 50 06
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CIML
Founded in 1976, the Marseille-Luminy Immunology Center is an internationally recognized
research institute in the field. The CIML is also a visionary center in terms of organization,
which, from its inception, has developed specific practices and customs to foster the
creativity and risk-taking of its researchers.
From worm to human, from molecule to the whole organism, physiological to pathological, the
CIML addresses, on various models and scales, all areas of contemporary immunology: the
genesis of different cell populations, their mode of action and differentiation, their implication
in cancers, infectious and inflammatory diseases and the mechanisms of cell death.
Founding member of the cluster Marseille Immunopole (MI), the CIML is a joint research
center of the CNRS, Inserm and Aix-Marseille University. Directed by Dr. Philippe Pierre, it
consists of 16 research teams and a staff of more than 200 persons.
www.ciml.univ-mrs.fr
Press contact: Marguerite GHIOTTO 33 (0)4 91 26 91 61; communication@ciml.univ-mrs.fr

CRCM
Created in 2008, the Marseille Cancer Research Center (CRCM) includes the four major
stakeholders in research in South Region Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur: Inserm, CNRS, AixMarseille University and the Paoli-Calmettes Institute. With 400 staff members divided into
19 teams, the CRCM implements innovative research programs in cancer, the most
fundamental aspects of clinical research in humans.
The priority scientific and medical activities are, on the one hand, the decoding of molecular
bases of oncogenesis and tumor dissemination, and on the other hand, the discovery and
implementation of therapeutic innovations for breast & pancreatic cancers and
hematologic malignancies.
The CRCM is one of the founding members of the cluster Marseille Immunopole.
www.crcm.marseille.inserm.fr
Press contact: Valérie FERRIER 33 (0)4 91 22 33 52; depraeterev@ipc.unicancer.fr
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CIPHE
Founding member of the cluster Marseille Immunopole (MI), the Center for
Immunophenomics contributes to the development of the first functional encyclopedia of
mouse genes associated with immune response. Its mission is at the heart of a global project
of the International Mouse Phenotyping Consortium (IMPC): to understand the implication
of our genes in major diseases.
To accelerate the generation of animal models, to follow the evolution of their biological and
clinical parameters and to evaluate the functioning of their immune system, in normal and
pathological situation, CIPHE leans on a high-throughput synthetic biology unit, a clinical
and biological examinations center and a high security BSL-3 laboratory, unique in Europe.
The data and the models from the platform are made freely available to academic
laboratories and accessible, on a contractual basis, to industry.
With the Mouse Clinic Institute in Strasbourg-Illkirch and the transgenesis and archiving
center in Orléans-Villejuif, CIPHE has created PHENOMIN, a unique national interface that
facilitates the creation, archiving and distribution of human diseases.
Supported by the program “Investment for the Future” and a member of the European
network INFRAFRONTIER, CIPHE is a services unit of Inserm (US012), CNRS (UMS3367) and
Aix-Marseille University (AMU). It has a headcount of 40 persons consisting mostly of
researchers, engineers and technicians.
www.ciphe.marseille.inserm.fr
Press contact: Marie PUVIEUX / Solène MOULIN 33 (0)9 81 87 46 72; presse@atcgpartners.com
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MI-mAbs
MI-mAbs is the French demonstrator of immunotherapy antibodies. By converting the most
promising targets from academia, start-ups and industry into drug candidates and
developing cutting-edge immuno-technologies, it allows research institutions, public
technology transfer offices and biotech companies to de-risk the development of next
generation immunotherapies against cancer and inflammatory diseases, keeping one step
ahead of the competition.
Located in the historical birthplace of Marseille Immunopôle (MI), the MI-mAbs’ building
homes a fully integrated suite of platforms covering all steps leading to preclinical proof-ofconcept. All R&D projects are managed in an industrial mindset by a multi-disciplinary team
of experts specifically dedicated to antibody engineering, biochemistry,
immunohistochemistry, bioproduction and immunopharmacology. MI-mAbs has also
established and continues to set up strategic scientific and technological partnerships both
with academia and industry, notably with CIPHE, the IPC and the CRCM.
Winner of the 2011 “Investments for the Future” in the “pre-industrial demonstrators”
category, MI-mAbs was founded by Aix-Marseille University and its subsidiary Protisvalor
subsidiary, the CNRS, Inserm, the Paoli-Calmettes Institute, the French leader of immunooncology Innate Pharma and Sanofi, one of the world leaders in healthcare. MI-mAbs is a
founding member of the French immunology cluster MI.
www.mimabs.org
Press contact: Marie PUVIEUX / Solène MOULIN 33 (0)9 81 87 46 72; presse@atcgpartners.com
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AstraZeneca
AstraZeneca is a global, science-led biopharmaceutical company that focuses on the
discovery, development and commercialization of prescription medicines, primarily for the
treatment of diseases in three therapy areas: oncology, cardiovascular & metabolic diseases
& respiratory. The Company also is selectively active in the areas of autoimmunity,
neuroscience and infection. AstraZeneca operates in over 100 countries and its innovative
medicines are used by millions of patients worldwide.
In France, AstraZeneca currently has 127 clinical development programs in oncology and
concluded numerous partnerships in basic and translational research with academia.
AstraZeneca France participates in three major initiatives in precision medicine: SAFIR 02
(lung and breast cancers); AcSé ESMART (pediatric oncology) and MultiSarc (sarcoma).
www.astrazeneca.fr
Press contact: Céline CORTOT 33 (0)1 41 29 49 44; celine.cortot@astrazeneca.com

Innate Pharma
Innate Pharma S.A. is a commercial stage oncology-focused biotech company dedicated to
improving treatment and clinical outcomes for patients through therapeutic antibodies that
harness the immune system to fight cancer.
Innate Pharma’s commercial-stage product, Lumoxiti, in-licensed from AstraZeneca, was
approved by the FDA in September 2018. Lumoxiti is a first-in class specialty oncology
product for hairy cell leukemia (HCL). Innate Pharma’s broad pipeline of antibodies includes
several potentially first-in-class clinical and preclinical candidates in cancers with high
unmet medical need.
Pioneer in the biology of NK cell, Innate Pharma has expanded its expertise in the tumor
microenvironment and tumor-antigens, as well as antibody engineering. This innovative
approach has resulted in a diversified proprietary portfolio and major alliances with leaders
in the biopharmaceutical industry including Bristol-Myers Squibb Novo Nordisk A/S, Sanofi,
and a multi-products collaboration with AstraZeneca.
Based in Marseille, France, Innate Pharma is listed on Euronext Paris.
www.innate-pharma.com
Press contact: Marie PUVIEUX / Solène MOULIN 33 (0)9 81 87 46 72; presse@atcgpartners.com
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HalioDx
The immune response to cancer diagnostics
HalioDx is an immuno-oncology diagnostic company providing oncologists with first-inclass immune-based diagnostic products and services to guide cancer care and contribute to
precision medicine in the era of immuno-oncology and combination therapies.
Immunoscore® proprietary technology, pioneered by Jérôme Galon at the Cordeliers
Research Center, Paris, France, integrates immunohistochemistry combined with
sophisticated algorithm and advanced imaging analysis enabling extraction of spatiallyorganized tissue molecular information. Immunoscore® is a platform for many cancers, as
immune response to tumor is a key hallmark of disease progression. HalioDx collaborates
with renowned international clinical groups to support clinical utility and ensure rigorous
performance validation of its assays in selected cancer indications.
HalioDx has an experienced team of more than 165 employees, CLIA-certified laboratories
and compliant facilities in Europe and in the US to develop, manufacture, register and
market in vitro diagnostic (IVD) products. HalioDx executes biomarker studies and
companion diagnostic assay development in conformity with regulations and in partnership
with biopharmaceutical companies. Based in Marseille, France and Richmond, Virginia, USA,
the company has co-founded the French immunology cluster Marseille Immunopôle (MI).
For more information: www.haliodx.com, www.immunoscore-colon.com, @HalioDx
Press contact: Marie PUVIEUX / Solène MOULIN 33 (0)9 81 87 46 72; presse@atcgpartners.com
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ImCheck Therapeutics
ImCheck Therapeutics is designing and developing a new generation of immunotherapy
antibodies positioned at the crossroads of two high-potential immunological fields: γ9δ2 T
cells and an original super-family of immunomodulators, butyrophilins.
Due to their mechanism of action, and notably their ability to simultaneously modulate
innate and adaptive immunity, ImCheck's “first-in-class" antibodies may be able to overcome
resistance to the first- generation of immune checkpoint inhibitors and to treat other serious,
invalidating pathologies such as autoimmune diseases.
Starting in 2020, the company's first drug candidate, an anti-BTN3 antibody, should begin
phase I assessment in oncology.
Co-founder of the Marseille Immunopole cluster, ImCheck benefits from support from Prof.
Daniel Olive (INSERM, CNRS, Paoli-Calmettes Institute, Aix-Marseille University), a
worldwide reference in γδ T cells and butyrophilins, from the experience of an expert
management team and from the commitment of leading European investors.
www.imchecktherapeutics.com
Press contact: Marie PUVIEUX / Solène MOULIN 33 (0)9 81 87 46 72; presse@atcgpartners.com

National Research Agency (ANR)
The French National Research Agency (ANR) is the funding agency for project-based research
in France. A public body under the authority of the French Ministry for Research, the agency’s
mission is to fund and promote basic and applied research, technical innovation and
technology transfer, as well as partnerships between research teams in the public and
private sectors, on national, European and international levels.
ANR is also the main operator of Investments for the Future programs (PIA 1, 2 and 3) in the
field of higher education and research for which it oversees project selection, funding and
monitoring. ANR is ISO 9001 certified for all its processes associated with “project selection”.
www.anr.fr
Press contact: 33 (0)1 78 09 80 09; contactpresse@anr.fr
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PIA (Investments for the Future Program)
Launched in 2009 by the French Government and steered by the General Investment
Commission (CGI), the “Investments for the Future program” are strategic initiatives which
aim to boost French competitiveness by investing in research, higher education and
vocational training, in industry and SMEs, in sustainable development and in expanding
sectors such as digital technology, biotechnology and nuclear energy.
www.gouvernement.fr/investissements-d-avenir-cgi
Press contact: Vincent DESHAYES; 33 (0)1 42 75 64 58

Contacts
The Pioneer Project
Pr. Fabrice BARLESI, RHU Coordinator
+33 (0)4 91 96 59 01
Fabrice.BARLESI@ap-hm.fr
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France
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International
Ana Maria LEON-ORTIZ: +33 (0)7 71 82 12 29
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